
Why Paul Did 

What He Did 

inÊJesus,ÊevenÊinÊhisÊafflicƟons. 

 

TheÊ GospelÊ messageÊ wasÊ everythingÊ toÊ Paul;Ê heÊ
alwaysÊsharedÊit,ÊevenÊwhenÊheÊdidÊnotÊfeelÊwell. 

 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
 

THE RIGHTS OF GOSPEL PREACHING 

 

“Do you not know that those who are employed in 
the temple service get their food from the temple, 

and those who serve at the altar share in the 
sacrificial offerings?  (14) In the same way, the Lord 

commanded that those who proclaim the gospel 
should get their living by the gospel.” 

(1ÊCorinthiansÊ9:13-14) 
 

InÊ theseÊ verses,Ê heÊ comparesÊ theÊ TempleÊ PriestsÊ
withÊ GospelÊ preachers.Ê Ê HeÊ tellsÊ usÊ thatÊ theÊ LordÊ
COMMANDEDÊ thatÊGospelÊ preachersÊ shouldÊmakeÊ
theirÊlivingÊfromÊtheirÊGospelÊministry.ÊÊServingÊasÊaÊ
ministerÊofÊtheÊGospelÊofÊJesusÊChristÊisÊanÊarduousÊ
callingÊ thatÊ requiresÊ completeÊ commitment.Ê Ê TheÊ
rightÊ toÊ earnÊ aÊ livelihoodÊ isÊ legiƟmate,Ê asÊ isÊ theÊ
commandÊfromÊtheÊLord. 

 

ButÊPaulÊdidÊnotÊexerciseÊhisÊrightÊtoÊcompensaƟon.ÊÊ
ForÊ theÊ sakeÊ ofÊ theÊ Gospel,Ê heÊ refusedÊ toÊ makeÊ
moneyÊaÊstumblingÊblock. 

 

NoƟceÊPaul’sÊchoiceÊdoesÊnotÊ invalidateÊtheÊLord’sÊ
command.Ê Ê Instead,Ê itÊdemonstratesÊtheÊheartÊandÊ
mindsetÊofÊlegiƟmateÊministersÊandÊministries. 

 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 

 
PAUL’S REWARD 
 
“What then is my reward?  That in my preaching I 

may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to 
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~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 

 
“And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be 

partaker thereof with you.”Ê(1ÊCorinthiansÊ9:23) 
 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
FOR THE GOSPEL 
 
WhenÊreadingÊtheÊBible,ÊitÊisÊvitalÊtoÊunderstandÊtheÊ
purposeÊ ofÊ everyÊ wordÊ ofÊ Scripture,Ê andÊ thatÊ
purposeÊis… 
 
To bring people to Jesus! 
 
PaulÊ ‘hungered’Ê forÊ theÊ salvaƟonÊ ofÊ souls.Ê Ê Paul’sÊ
statementÊ inÊ 1Ê CorinthiansÊ 9:23Ê servesÊ asÊ aÊ
powerfulÊ reminderÊ ofÊ hisÊ intenseÊ desireÊ toÊ seeÊ
peopleÊ saved.Ê Ê EverythingÊ PaulÊ didÊ wasÊ forÊ theÊ
purposeÊofÊspreadingÊtheÊGospel.ÊÊPaulÊwasÊfocusedÊ
onÊ releasingÊ God’sÊ POWERÊ untoÊ salvaƟon,Ê theÊ
Gospel. 
 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 

is the power of God unto salvaƟon to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 

Greek.”Ê(RomansÊ1:16) 
 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
 
WOE IF I DON’T PREACH 
 
“For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground 
for boasƟng.  For necessity is laid upon me.  Woe to 

me if I do not preach the gospel!  (17) For if I do 
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make full use of my right in the gospel.  (19) For though 
I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, 

that I might win more of them.”Ê(1ÊCorinthiansÊ9:18-19) 
 
WhatÊ isÊ theÊ rewardÊ thatÊ PaulÊ isÊ talkingÊ about?Ê Ê TheÊ
answerÊ isÊ inÊ verseÊ 19.Ê Ê PaulÊ choseÊ toÊ FREELYÊ proclaimÊ
theÊGospelÊwithÊ theÊ soleÊ intenƟonÊofÊWINNINGÊMOREÊ
toÊJesus.ÊÊAsÊstatedÊabove,ÊitÊisÊtheÊrightÊofÊtheÊpreacherÊ
toÊ expectÊ toÊ earnÊ aÊ living,Ê butÊ PaulÊ CHOSEÊ notÊ toÊ inÊ
orderÊtoÊWINÊMOREÊforÊJesus. 
 
PaulÊ knewÊ thatÊ moneyÊ wasÊ aÊ significantÊ problemÊ forÊ
mostÊ people,Ê andÊ heÊ didÊ notÊ wantÊ toÊ allowÊ forÊ anyÊ
issuesÊ betweenÊ hisÊ messageÊ andÊ hisÊ audience.Ê Ê PaulÊ
desiredÊhisÊrewardÊtoÊcomeÊfromÊGodÊratherÊthanÊthoseÊ
heÊministeredÊto.ÊÊHeÊknewÊthatÊitÊwasÊmoreÊblessedÊtoÊ
giveÊthanÊtoÊreceive. 
 

“I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.  
(34) Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have 

ministered unto my necessiƟes, and to them that were 
with me.  (35) I have shewed you all things, how that so 

labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.”Ê(ActsÊ20:33-35) 
 
So,ÊPaulÊgaveÊhisÊallÊforÊtheÊsakeÊofÊtheÊGospel! 
 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
 
Conclusion 

 
Paul’sÊ intenseÊ desireÊ wasÊ forÊ theÊ SALVATIONÊ ofÊ lostÊ
sinners.Ê Ê HeÊ didÊ everythingÊ heÊ couldÊ toÊ proclaimÊ theÊ
messageÊofÊJesusÊwithoutÊhindrance. 
 

“...Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewise.”Ê(LukeÊ10:37) 



this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my 
own will, I am sƟll entrusted with a stewardship.” 

(1ÊCorinthiansÊ9:16-17) 
 
PaulÊ wasÊ commissionedÊ toÊ preachÊ theÊ GospelÊ ofÊ
JesusÊ Christ.Ê Ê StewardshipÊ ofÊ theÊ GospelÊ wasÊ
requiredÊofÊhimÊthroughoutÊhisÊlifeÊaŌerÊconversion.ÊÊ
WhenÊPaulÊrespondedÊinÊfaithÊtoÊJesus,Êhe gave up 
his right to choose.ÊÊHe knew that his only choice 
was to OBEY or DISOBEY.ÊÊPaulÊchoseÊtoÊobeyÊJesus,Ê
andÊheÊ isÊ sƟllÊ preachingÊ theÊGospelÊ toÊ thisÊ dayÊ viaÊ
theÊwordsÊinspiredÊbyÊtheÊHolyÊSpiritÊinÊtheÊBible. 
 
LikeÊ Paul,Ê whenÊ weÊ comeÊ toÊ faithÊ inÊ Jesus,Ê ourÊ
choiceÊ isÊ toÊ OBEYÊ orÊ DISOBEY.Ê Ê Lord,Ê helpÊ usÊ beÊ
primarilyÊfocusedÊonÊglorifyingÊyouÊandÊgivingÊyouÊaÊ
reasonÊtoÊcelebrateÊoverÊeveryÊsinnerÊwhoÊrepents. 
 

“Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 

repenteth.”Ê(LukeÊ15:10) 
 
TheÊ ApostleÊ PaulÊ providesÊ anÊ unambiguousÊ andÊ
conciseÊ declaraƟonÊ ofÊ theÊmessageÊ ofÊ theÊ Gospel.ÊÊ
ThisÊGospelÊisÊtheÊmessageÊallÊtheÊpost-resurrecƟonÊ
believersÊ preachedÊ inÊ theÊ BibleÊ andÊ isÊ theÊ ONLYÊ
GospelÊ messageÊ thatÊ trueÊ believersÊ shouldÊ EVERÊ
preach. 
 
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the Gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, (2) and by which you are being saved, if you 

hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain.  (3) For I delivered to you as of 

first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 
(4) that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures,” 
(1ÊCorinthiansÊ15:1-4) 

 
PaulÊ didÊ everythingÊ heÊ didÊ forÊ theÊ sakeÊ ofÊ theÊ
Gospel! 
 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
 
PAUL COULD WISH HIMSELF ACCURSED 
 
“For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 

for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh:”Ê(RomansÊ9:3) 

 
PaulÊ wasÊ soÊ filledÊ withÊ loveÊ (especiallyÊ forÊ hisÊ people,Ê
theÊJews)ÊthatÊ ifÊ itÊwereÊpossible,ÊheÊwouldÊgiveÊupÊhisÊ
ownÊsalvaƟonÊinÊexchangeÊforÊthemÊtoÊbeÊsaved.ÊÊThinkÊ
aboutÊ that!Ê Ê ThisÊ powerfullyÊ demonstratesÊ theÊ truthÊ
thatÊEVERYTHINGÊPaulÊdidÊwasÊtoÊ furtherÊ theÊmessageÊ
ofÊsalvaƟon. 
 
KnowingÊ theÊgloryÊaheadÊ forÊbelieversÊandÊ theÊhellÊ forÊ
theÊlost,ÊPaul made such a love-filled expression. 
 
ImagineÊ beingÊ soÊ filledÊ withÊ theÊ loveÊ ofÊ GodÊ thatÊ youÊ
wouldÊtradeÊanÊeternityÊ inÊtheÊtormentsÊofÊhellÊ forÊ theÊ
salvaƟonÊofÊaÊgroupÊofÊpeople. 
 
PaulÊdidÊeverythingÊheÊdidÊforÊtheÊsakeÊofÊtheÊGospel! 
 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
 
TO JEWS, PAUL BECAME A JEW 
 
“And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the 
law, that I might gain them that are under the law;” 

(1ÊCorinthiansÊ9:20) 
 
This moƟvaƟon is criƟcal to understand.Ê Ê ThereÊ areÊ
rapidlyÊgrowingÊhereƟcalÊmovementsÊthatÊareÊtryingÊtoÊ
putÊ believersÊ backÊ intoÊ bondageÊ toÊ theÊ lawÊ ofÊMoses,Ê
andÊ weÊ mustÊ take heed not to be deceived.Ê Ê TheseÊ
legalistsÊ oŌenÊ directÊ youÊ toÊ ScriptureÊ thatÊ showsÊ PaulÊ
keepingÊ someÊaspectÊofÊ theÊ law.Ê Ê TheyÊ thenÊmakeÊ theÊ
unfoundedÊ leapÊ andÊ teachÊ thatÊ PaulÊ (orÊ anyÊ ofÊ theÊ
Apostles)ÊexpectedÊfollowersÊofÊJesusÊtoÊkeepÊtheÊlaw. 
 
However,Ê weÊ mustÊ believeÊ theÊ ScriptureÊ whenÊ God’sÊ
WordÊ tellsÊ usÊwhyÊPaulÊ keptÊ theÊ law.Ê Ê Yes,Ê thereÊwereÊ
instancesÊwhereÊPaulÊagreedÊtoÊkeepÊtheÊlaw,Êbut why? 
 

AsÊwithÊeverythingÊheÊdid,Ê it was for the sake of 
the Gospel!Ê Ê HeÊ wantedÊ anÊ openÊ doorÊ toÊ preachÊ
Jesus.ÊÊSo, to the Jew, Paul became as a Jew. 

 
~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 

 

TO THOSE OUTSIDE THE LAW 

 

“To them that are without law, as without law, 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to 

Christ,) that I might gain them that are without 
law.”Ê(1ÊCorinthiansÊ9:21) 

 
ForÊthoseÊwhoÊwereÊGenƟleÊconverts,ÊPaulÊandÊtheÊ
otherÊApostlesÊbecameÊlikeÊtheÊGenƟlesÊ(notÊinÊanyÊ
sinfulÊway)ÊinÊorderÊtoÊwinÊGenƟlesÊtoÊJesus.ÊÊThisÊisÊ
evidentÊwhenÊPaul publicly rebuked Peter for his 
hypocrisy.ÊÊPeterÊwasÊfellowshippingÊwithÊandÊlivingÊ
likeÊ aÊ GenƟle,Ê unƟlÊ someÊ JewsÊ came...Ê thenÊ heÊ
hypocriƟcallyÊ severedÊ himselfÊ fromÊ theÊ GenƟleÊ
believers. 
 

“But when I saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto 
Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest 
aŌer the manner of GenƟles, and not as do the 

Jews, why compellest thou the GenƟles to live as do 
the Jews?”Ê(GalaƟansÊ2:14) 

 
PaulÊdidÊ everythingÊ toÊ furtherÊ theÊGospelÊ ofÊ JesusÊ
Christ,Êeven publicly rebuking a fellow Apostle! 
 

~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê~Ê 
TO THE WEAK, PAUL BECAME WEAK 

 

“You know it was because of a bodily ailment that 
I preached the gospel to you at first, (14) and 

though my condiƟon was a trial to you, you did not 
scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of 

God, as Christ Jesus.”Ê(GalaƟansÊ4:13-14) 

 

Paul’sÊ “bodilyÊ ailment”Ê hasÊ beenÊ longÊ debated.ÊÊ
RegardlessÊ ofÊ whatÊ itÊ was,Ê Paul preached the 
Gospel in his WEAKNESS.Ê ÊHeÊknewÊhowÊtoÊthriveÊ
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